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Long ago in a mountain, an old man was about to have lunch.
When he opened his pack, he dropped a rice ball.

Oopsey, doopsey! The rice ball rolled down the hill and fell into a
hole. Just then...

"Rolling rice ball, rolla, bolla, ball!"

A cute little voice sang out from the hole.

"Oh my, how interesting!"

When the old man rolled in another rice ball, this is what he heard:

"Rolling rice ball, rolla, bolla, ball! Here comes another one, rolla,
bolla, ball!"

The old man got excited and peeked into the hole. Oopsey, doopsey!
He too fell into the hole.

"An old man came rolling in, rolla, bolla, ball!"

Inside the hole was a land of mice.

"The land of mice is very nice. If the cat stays away, it's heaven
hip-hurray!"”

Cute little mice were singing and dancing, happy as can be,
pounding rice.

"Welcome old man." "Here's our thanks for the rice balls. Take a
bite."

The old man was treated to a delicious rice cake. He received lots
of treasure too. Then he went home to his wife.

The old man's greedy old neighbor saw this and tried to do the same.
He dropped a rice ball into a hole, and fell after it himself.

"The land of mice is very nice. If the cat stays away, it's heaven
hip-hurray!"

The mice were singing and dancing, pounding rice.

"Ha, I'll shoo away the mice and steal the treasure for myself."

"Meow, meee--owww!"

The greedy old man mimicked a cat and scared the mice into a
frenzy. The land of mice turned totally dark. Was the greedy old
man able to escape the hole? Or not?

No one knows for sure.

(The End)
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A turnip in the field grew very large.

The happy old man tried to pull out the turnip.
“Here we go!” Umph!

But the turnip wouldn’t come out.

Then the old woman came over to help.
She pulled on the old man. Umph!
“Pull, pull... till it’s out!”

Still the turnip wouldn’t come out.

Then the granddaughter came over to help.
She pulled on the old woman. Umph!
“Pull, pull... till it’s out!”

But still, the turnip wouldn’t come out.

Then the dog came over to help and pulled on the granddaughter.
“Pull, pull... till it’s out!”
Yet, the turnip wouldn’t come out.

Then the cat came over to help and pulled on the dog.
“Pull, pull... till it’s out!”
Again, the turnip wouldn’t come out.

Then the mouse came over to help and pulled on the cat.
“Pull, pull... till it’s out!”

POP!!!
At last the turnip came out.
(The End)
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Long, long ago, there lived a kind-hearted young man named
Urashima Taro. He rescued a turtle beaten by children and let it go
back to the sea.

The next day when he was fishing, the turtle swam up to him. "In
gratitude for saving me, I will take you to the Dragon Palace."

Urashima Taro rode on the back of the turtle. They dived deeper
and deeper into the sea.

They arrived at a magnificent palace. A beautiful princess,
Otohime, welcomed Urashima Taro with warm hospitality. '"Please
make yourself at home."

After three days Urashima said to Otohime, "I think it's time
I went home." "Then I will give you this special box, tamatebako.
But you must NEVER EVER open it."

Urashima Taro rode on the back of the turtle. They swam up from
the deep sea.

The village had completely changed. The young man asked a
villager, "Do you know the home of Urashima Taro?" "Oh, he
lived 300 years ago. I heard he went out to the sea one day and
never returned."

"Three days turned into 300 years. Unbelievable!" Urashima
Taro stared at the special box. "I wonder what's in this box."

When he took the courage to open it...

Puff, puff, poof... White smoke rose from the box. At once
Urashima Taro turned into an old man.

(The End)
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