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Long, long ago, God gathered the animals. “Come to the
palace and pay me respect on the morning of January first. The
first twelve to arrive will be the chosen ones. They will each in
turn become king for a year in the order of their arrival.” “What?!”
“Really?!” “Did you hear that?!” The excited animals made a fuss.

But Cat forgot the visiting date. So he went to ask Rat. “Tell
me, Rat. When are we going to the palace?”” “The morning of
January second, of course.” Rat told a lie on purpose.

On the morning of January first, Ox got up early while still
dark. “I walk slowly, so I'll leave early.” Rat heard this and saw
his chance. He jumped up and snuck up on Ox’s back. “Hee, hee,
I've got a free ride.”

With sunrise, the palace gate opened up. “How about that?
I’'m first.” Just when Ox was about to win, Rat jumped off and ran
ahead. “Sorry Ox, I came in first.” “Aw shucks, you got me there.”

Right about then, the other animals woke up. They all aimed
for the palace. Ready, set, GO! Hoppity hop, clomp, clomp, rumble,
tumble, slither, slither, zoom, zoom, whoosh, swoosh.

More and more animals arrive at the palace. Tiger, Rabbit,
Dragon, Snake, Horse, and Sheep, Monkey, and then Rooster, Dog,
and lastly Boar. With the arrival of Boar, God announced, “We now
have the twelve animal kings!”

The next morning Cat arrived at the palace gate. “I told you
to come yesterday,” said God. “Wh-wh-whaaat!? That rotten Rat
lied to me. He'll never get away with this!” And that’s why, to this
day, cats chase rats and mice around.

The End
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One day Mother said to Little Red Riding Hood,
“Grandmother is sick. Please go visit her with cake and wine.”
“Yes, Mother. I'll be off.” “Now don’t play around in the woods,”
Mother warned.

Little Red Riding Hood was walking down a path. There in
the woods she met a wolf. “Where are you going?” “To visit my
grandmother. She is sick. I'm bringing her cake and wine to wish
her well.” Not knowing the wolf was bad and scary, she answered
honestly. “Why don’t you pick some flowers for your grandma? It
will please her.” Little Red Riding Hood forgot her promise to her
mother and started picking flowers in the woods. Meanwhile, the
wolf went ahead to Grandmother’s house.

On arrival at the house, the wolf swallowed Grandmother
asleep in bed. “Mmm, that was tasty. My next meal will be Little
Red Riding Hood.” The wolf dressed up as Grandmother and
slipped into bed. Just then Little Red Riding Hood arrived.

Grandmother looks strangely different today. “Oh Grandma,
what BIG EARS you have.” “The better to hear your voice with,
my dear.” “And Grandma, what BIG EYES you have.” “The better
to see your face with, my dear.” “But Grandma, what a BIG

MOUTH you have.” “The better to EAT you with, my dear!” Little
Red Riding Hood was swallowed whole by the wolf.

A hunter came by Grandmother’s house. He saw a wolf with
a big, bloated belly. “This wolf must have swallowed the
grandmother!” The hunter cut open the belly of the sleeping wolf.
Out of the belly sprang Little Red Riding Hood and Grandmother.
“We’ve been saved!”

The End
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A long time ago, there lived an old man and an old woman.
They had no children but wanted one deeply. They prayed every
day to the Goddess of Mercy.

One day, a very tiny boy was born. But the tiny boy never
grew any larger, and so he was soon called Issun-Boshi.

One day, the tiny boy said to them, “Grandpa and Grandma, I
want to go to Kyoto, the capital.”

[ssun-Boshi carried the needle Grandma gave him as a sword.
He then got into a bowl that served as a boat and paddled down the
river.

After many days he arrived at the capital. [ssun-Boshi found a
large mansion and went to plead with the lord. “Please make me
your servant. [ will do anything.” Issun-Boshi was hired as a
playmate for the princess at the mansion.

One day when he was walking along with the princess, an ogre
appeared. Issun-Boshi stood up to the ogre. The angry ogre picked
up Issun-Boshi and swallowed him. Issun-Boshi jumped around
wildly inside the ogre's stomach. “Ow-ow OUCH! Stop, please
STOP!! ” The ogre spit out Issun-Boshi and ran away.

The princess found the magic mallet the ogre left behind.
“Grow up, grow big, rise to full height!” When the princess chanted
while shaking the mallet, Issun-Boshi grew taller by the minute.
Soon he became a fine young man.

He married the princess and brought his parents to the capital.

And they all lived happily ever after.
(That's all.)



ST LN E DFR
[Recitation C] ISSUN—BOSHI (—=}F i)

L, HE2ETAIL, BLWEALBIIDIARBY LA, ~AIET
EDDPNTHATLES, FEER2DLHICEHHBIEHEICEITO LT
L7z,

HEHDOZ L NI BBOFHPEENE LT, BOFIE, WOEThoTH
INEBREER 27D T, —FEAIE TN E KOk L7

B BHIKE, —~ERNT W L7,

[BLWI A, BIEDHI A, FAIHOEA~To THIZ W E BnE §,
—~PERNE. BIEHIARRL o8] LTHRBE L 7=,

Z LT, BBIOMICEY AL E, JIZToTHEFE LA,

MHD 222> T, X)L HICEZFE L2,
— Pk, KREABEBRZ Ao0 5% &, BERICHEAE L7,
[7RATHLETDT, EIDPFFEICLTLZI W]

— PR, AR OBEUCHTIC ., BEBCTEH 2 &ickh T LA,
HLH, OB b2 L THOTWE &, ERAPHENE L7, —TikA
. RIS b WE L7z, BRo2RIZ, —~THEHiZ 0 s wo b DFADIT,
MRAAATLEVE L 7=,
— RN, RolEodbchiEnEbh L,
[\WizT2727-, R0 A, POTIN—] ]
Bk, —TEMMEzHEHTE, KT TEFE L,

RAEL LTok, 9B TOIIh RN ROTE L,
TN Z OB ZIRY 2030 [ WTA, W TA, KLl Zehbn! | &5
L. —HEMIE CACAKE o T, Vo3 BEHICAD L,
AT L AR L IS L C. B L WX AL BITH X AREIICTERE L,
ZLT, BABRTOUOETHMECES L L,

(BLEW)



